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Wyeside Group Clarifications on “Progression to Examination Decision 

Document”  

The Wyeside Group Parish has reviewed the Regulation 16 consultation comments included in the 

“Progression to Examination Decision Document”, and submit the following clarifications for 

consideration by the independent examiner. 

 Regulation 16 Comments Wyeside Group Parish Clarifications 
Herefordshire Council Strategic Planning 
Team 
Ref: WH01- New Housing Development  
Are there assurances that deliverable sites 
contiguous to the village centre will be 
available to come forward for development 
in the plan period? 
 
 
 
 
 
Ref: WH04- Re-use of Rural Buildings and 
WH05- Housing in Open Countryside 
These issues are arguably covered as 
comprehensively by the equivalent policies 
in the Core Strategy, with largely the same 
criteria. The inclusion of these policies could 
therefore perhaps be viewed as superfluous. 
 
 
Ref: WHD01- New Building Design 
SuDS should be incorporated to manage 
surface water runoff appropriate to the 
site’s hydrological setting. 
 
 
WE01- Environmental Restrictions on 
Development 
What is the basis for specifying an exclusion 
zone of 100m for development from the 
River Wye SAC? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Ref: “Wyeside NDP 2011-2031 Consultation 
Statement – dated September 2016, Section 5.4 
Spatial Strategy – Expansion of Village Centres 
Only”, stated: “Careful on-site analysis of each of 
the five villages has confirmed that the criteria 
based approach with development contiguous to 
Village Centres, offers significantly more 
development options than is required to meet 
growth requirements”. 
 
Ref: “Wyeside NDP 2011-2031 Consultation 
Statement – dated September 2016, Page 93 
stated: “There are marginal differences that relate 
to environmental policy restrictions. However, as 
the referendum will be based on the NDP we 
wanted to ensure that residents had a full 
understanding of the policies applicable to the 
plan from the one document”. 
 
Ref: “Wyeside NDP 2011-2031 Consultation 
Statement – dated September 2016, Page 93 
stated: “Already included in bullet 6 of WHD01 -
New Buildings Design and bullet 6 of Agricultural 
and Business Buildings”.  
 
Natural England Letter to Staunton-on-Wye,  
Date: 27 March 2015   
NE ref:  145211  
SOWG ref: Staunton-on-Wye Group 
SOWG 1 Policy on Restriction of Development 
“We support this policy but advise that it needs to 
be strengthened. We suggest the following 
wording: “No development will be permitted 
within 100 metres of the boundary of the River 
Wye Special Area of Conservation (SAC). 
Development can only proceed where any adverse 
effects on the River Wye SAC can be avoided or 
mitigated.” 
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Development Manager 
The ‘village centre’ points as opposed to 
black lines around the settlement are 
unworkable. As a DM officer or developer, 
there’d be no confidence in where the edge 
of the settlement is. E.g. a small break in 
housing may be considered the edge of the 
settlement, alternatively, the outer extent of 
the loose cluster may be the edge of the 
settlement. It needs a black line around the 
village and then a policy which states within 
or adjacent to the black line.  
 

 
The settlement patterns of the five villages within 
the Wyeside Group Parish have evolved over time 
without settlement boundaries. Each village 
having one or more central areas with a small 
grouping of properties, reasonably widely spaced. 
Away from these centres properties are widely 
dispersed and scattered over a substantial area.  
 
This separation of village centres from the widely 
dispersed and scattering of properties that 
surround them is a distinctive feature that is clear 
cut and evidential. And one which we wish to 
retain, whilst encouraging a community feel within 
the centres. This clear separation means that the 
concerns raised opposite regarding identification 
of appropriate development sites adjacent to the 
village centres is not valid for the Wyeside Group 
Parish. 
 
Development which is contiguous to a centre has 
been used successfully by Tower Hamlets to 
create critical mass, within reasonable footfall 
distances, for shopping areas. This approach 
ensures that the village centres will expand in a 
way that enhances the community whilst retaining 
the distinctive settlement pattern. 
 
We have also adopted a RIBA best practice 
approach to development for the village centres 
using small organic clusters of houses to be built 
off new access lanes, with linked pathways to the 
rest of the village that are contiguous to the village 
centres. Enabling residents to maintain and 
develop communities within a physical 
environment where footpaths provide 
interconnected routes around the centre of each 
village, rather than formal “cul-de-sacs” or a row 
of houses along the road.  
 
If we were to locate settlement boundaries 
around each of the centres and allow adjacent 
development this would encourage a higher 
density of housing than currently exists in 
Wyeside, leading to the loss of the distinctive 
settlement patterns. Alternatively, if we locate the 
settlement boundaries further out, to avoid 
increases in housing density, we run the risk of 
developments occurring away from the village 
centres.  
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Herefordshire CPRE Letter dated 20 
March 2017 
Item 2. Views and landmarks 
Policy WE03 protects the Wye corridor and 
views to the bridge at Bredwardine, it would 
be useful to identify and list/map any other 
views and landmarks in the area which are 
valued by local people. 

 
 
 
The vast majority of the Wyeside Group Parish 
enjoys splendid views and wonderful countryside 
which makes it difficult to list all of them 
individually. Restrictions requiring development to 
be contiguous to village centres, is the first line of 
defence in this regard, and ensures that views and 
landmarks are protected.  
 
The ridge to the west of the five parishes is also a 
favourite view of residents but has a number of 
layers of protection from development. In addition 
to being a significant distance from village centres 
the ridge has only limited single track road access 
and no access to mains water. The use of spring 
water from properties scattered along its length is 
also at capacity and installation of a pumping 
system to provide mains water is uneconomic.  
 
Consequently, a number of natural defences and 
development restricted to village centres, is 
considered to be adequate protection for those 
views and landmarks not included in the Wye 
corridor, and views of the bridge at Bredwardine.    
 

 


